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"I have no sense of nostalgia.
Tomorrow is what interests me."
Francois Pinault 

The year 2023 marks my eighteenth year of service with Sunway College Johor Bahru. As
I look at the 18-year-olds sitting around at our campus courtyard, I marvel at how much
our students have changed over the years. I remember teaching our very first batch of
ACCA students and just as nostalgia was temporarily filling me, the sudden laughter of a
group of students made me realise that not everything has changed.

Our students still have boundless energy and endless curiosity. They still look at the floor
when the lecturer asks them whether the assignment is done (and usually, it is not done)
and they look at the ceiling when they do not know the answer to a question. My personal
favourite is when they look at each other when the lecturer calls for a volunteer. 

Message from the Editor

Perhaps what has changed the most is accessibility. Our students
have access to so much nowadays, especially information and
opportunities. As a college, we help our students to reach out and
achieve their dreams. Whether it is learning a new language or
meeting future employers, we open as many doors as we can to
let our students go beyond the walls of the campus. Our classes
may be from 8 am to 6 pm but our work is not done by sunset. 

However, when we witness our students walk across
the stage to receive their testamurs and from their
blank stares at the classroom ceiling to eyes filled with
achievement and purpose; indeed, there is no better
reward than this. We will willingly do it all over again.

Ong Mei Mei

03



At A Glance
DIT students Flip It Out!

The Flip It Out challenge was organised exclusively for Diploma
in Information Technology (DIT) students where a series of quiz
questions sourced from the wide range of IT e-magazines
available on the Flipster app saw participating teams pitted
against each other in a race of speed and knowledge. The
activity was a collaborative effort between the Library and
Learning Commons and DIT Coordinator, Mr Wilson Low, who
wanted to encourage reading in a fun manner while exposing
students to the latest news on trends and advancements in
information technology. 

Health and Wellness Programme for the
Campus Community

A team of doctors, nurses and medical officers from Hospital Sultan Ismail
spent a day on campus as part of their 'Program Pencegahan Dan
Pengurangan Kemudaratan Substan, Alkohol, Rokok Dan Dadah'
(Substance, Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Prevention and Harm Awareness
Programme). Educational displays highlighting the dangers of substance
abuse were complemented by information about the availability of
intervention programmes to support those who wished to kick the habit. 

Staff and students also had the opportunity to enjoy free health and
fitness assessments, including eyesight tests, BMI, blood pressure, sugar
levels, HIV and Hepatitis C checks.
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Halloween Fun Run, a Spooktacular Success!

At A Glance
The Sunway College Residence (SCR) with the support of Student
Services, organised a thrilling night run in conjunction with Halloween.
The event brought together students, parents, staff, families from the
neighbourhood community as well as avid runners who gamely came
dressed in creative costumes fit to scare and befitting the theme. The
5km run flagged off at sun-down amid laughter and much excitement.
Runners collected glow bracelets at three checkpoints along the route
which was required for their Finisher Medal entitlement. Pop-up stalls
selling food and drinks, and even “scary make-up” artistry added fun
to the evening while lucky draws and prizes for best dressed runners
brought the event to an exciting close. 

Academic Symposium 2022: 
Nurturing Educators, Shaping Generations

The Academic Symposium 2022, organised by Sunway College JB
senior lecturers, returned on 12 November. The event, which could not
be held during the Covid-19 pandemic brought together academics for
a day of in-person knowledge sharing and idea exploration. Provost of
Sunway University, Professor Abhimanyu Veerakumarasivam and the
Dean of School of Interdisciplinary Studies at Sunway University,
Professor Stephen J. Hall graced the occasion as keynote speakers. 

The symposium provided an excellent platform for
the entire college’s academic team to reconnect
and exchange insights, a rare opportunity given
the daily class schedules of each individual across
a diverse range of programmes, subjects and
teaching calendars.
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At A Glance
New collaboration brings German Language to campus

AMAZ-FIT : Be fit, be amazed!

Guten Tag! Sunway College Johor Bahru and German Educare are collaborating to provide German
language and study pathway support services to students keen on pursuing undergraduate
studies in Deutschland. The MOU signing ceremony, attended by Deputy Principal Ms Ong Mei Mei
and Ms Gyvinne Koh, Director of German Educare, was witnessed by His Excellency Dr Peter
Blomeyer, the German Ambassador to Malaysia. 

The opportunity to pursue education at zero tuition fee is an attraction to many. However, most
German universities have requirements for competency in the language. With this arrangement,
students may now commence on their beginner level of language classes concurrently with their
Pre-U studies, saving time and cost. Lessons are delivered by teachers, trainers and student
advisors from German Educare.

Diploma in Health Care Management students collaborated with Hospital
Sultan Ismail Johor Bahru (HSI) and Kementerian Kesihatan Johor (Johor
Health Department) to hold the AMAZ-FIT, an event aimed to promote
healthy living among the campus community. This exciting event featured
a range of fitness-related activities, including a free aerobics class led by
professional coaches, as well as mini challenges such as the ‘Plank
Challenge’ and ‘Animal Jump’ game. HSI upped the WOW factor with their
Wellness on Wheels truck, bringing a host of interactive mobile fitness
activities to engage the audience. Participants had the opportunity to
enjoy PS4 games, work out on a bicycle powered juice blender and a host
of tests to check their fitness levels!
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Career Opportunities with Marriott International

At A Glance
The Marriott International Southern Region Career Event that was held on campus provided
students from the Diploma in Hotel Management and Diploma in Events Management programmes
an opportunity to network with industry leaders from Marriott properties down South.
Representatives from Renaissance Johor Bahru, Four Points by Sheraton Desaru and The Westin
Desaru Coast were present while participants had the unique opportunity to engage in person at a
dialogue session with hotel General Managers Mr Maverick Loh of Four Points by Sheraton Desaru
and Mr Kanit Sangmookda, from Renaissance Johor Bahru. To mark the occassion, students were
treated to delightful refreshments featuring a live station led by the talented Pastry Chef from The
Westin Desaru Coast. Pretty assortment of delectable macarons of every colour in addition to
croissants, complemented by an exquisite tea selection certainly ended the event on a sweet note!

Eco Mubarak – A celebration of 
Culture and Sustainability

The convergence of two significant events, Earth Day and Hari Raya
Aidilfitri, provided a unique opportunity for the campus community to
come together in celebration. This double celebration, aptly coined
Eco Mubarak, celebrated the values of environmental conservation
and cultural inclusivity, making it the first of its kind on campus. Led
by the team of dedicated general studies lecturers in collaboration
with Student Services and the Community Outreach Club, the event
featured a wide range of activities that showcased our commitment to
sustainable practices while promoting the rich Malay traditions
associated with Hari Raya Aidilfitri celebrations. 

Activities included e-Waste collection, the Upcycling Project for used
clothes, a plastic bag trade-in initiative, ketupat weaving, traditional
games and an Earth Day Quiz. Students and staff immersed
themselves in the joy of traditional games such as 'Congkak' and
'Capteh', which saw friendly competition and a delightful atmosphere. 
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At A Glance
Building Bonds through Friendly Competition

Raising Awareness on the
Importance of Sustainable Practices

Sunway College Johor Bahru hosted students from Universiti
Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) Sungai Long Campus for a day of
friendly matches to foster inter-college ties and cultivate new
friendships. Students from both sides competed in futsal,
badminton, table tennis and volleyball games, exhibiting their
skills, sportsmanship and team spirit. Beyond the thrill of
competition, this was an excellent opportunity for students from
different institutions and backgrounds to forge friendships, as
they shared laughter, exchanged experiences and bonded over
their shared passion for sports.

Students from the Diploma in Accounting, Diploma in
Marketing and Diploma in Business Administration
programmes put together a showcase of initiatives to raise
awareness and encourage sustainable practices during the
campus Open Day. Teams were tasked to choose one of
the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) close to
their hearts and propose how they could put into practice a
simple idea to make a difference in their own small way. 

The showcase offered a fantastic opportunity for Open Day
visitors to hear about the inspiring initiatives and actively
engage with the passionate students involved. From
addressing environmental sustainability to promoting
social equality, this showcase demonstrated the
dedication and commitment of our students towards
creating a sustainable future. 
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The Sunway College Johor Bahru Graduation
Ceremony on 15 October 2022 broke all
previous records to register the largest number
of attendees (graduates and guests), stretching
the Grand Ballroom at Holiday Villa Johor Bahru
City Centre to its maximum capacity. The
occasion marked our first in-person ceremony
after a 2-year hiatus due to the Covid-19
outbreak and family members came out in full
force to celebrate the academic success of their
loved ones. The venue quickly filled with proud
parents and staff, while graduands excitedly
donned their robes, all set to take their place on
the stage to be acknowledged for their
achievements.

The ceremony commenced with the academic
procession followed by a spirited welcome
address by Principal Mrs Hor Poh Choo, who
expressly highlighted the graduands’
remarkable achievements amidst the backdrop
of the biggest global health crisis of this
decade. She proceeded to commend them for
their courage and resilience in persevering in
their studies despite the larger portion of their
learning having taken place online before
honouring the parents and family members who
had supported them throughout the journey.
Chief Executive Officer of Sunway Education
Group, Professor Dato’ Dr Elizabeth Lee, who
was unable to attend in person sent her
message of congratulations via a video
recording which was projected on the large
screens. 

Post Covid-19 Graduation Ceremony
registers largest turn-out so far!

09



ACCA Qualification – Lim Yan Zhe
Diploma Programmes – Lim Jun Ying

ACCA Qualification – Sam Peggy
Diploma Programmes – Siow Jun Xuan

As the ceremony rolled on, the graduands
made their way on-stage one by one, soaking
in their well-deserved applause as they
received their hard-earned certificates from
the Principal. Thunderous applause resonated
throughout the ballroom as eager friends and
excited loved ones craned their necks to catch
a clear view of the graduands in their moment
of glory.

The special awards segment honoured 4
graduands who each represented the best of
their cohort and were presented by Deputy
Principal, Ms Ong Mei Mei.

Award of Academic Excellence

Overall Outstanding Achiever Award

The stage was then graced by student
representatives, Lim Yan Zhe and Siow Jun
Xuan, who on behalf of the graduating class
reminisced about their college journey,
personal growth and transformation.

The ceremony came to an official close when
the academic procession exited the venue.
This was quickly followed by a flurry of
movement as graduates and family came
together for photo-taking to commemorate
the occasion.

We take this opportunity to once again
congratulate the Class of 2022! 

Thank you for making Sunway College Johor
Bahru part of your life journey.
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